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stand what he said about certain points, we were sure that these were important and that we must in some way or other get to understand them. This set us thinking about them and reading and re-reading Maxwell's book, which itself was not always clear. This was an excellent education and we got a much better grip of the subject, and greater interest in it, than we should have got if the question had seemed so clear to us in the lecture that we need not think further about it. The best teacher is not always the clearest lecturer but the one who is most successful in making his pupils think for themselves, and this Niven by his enthusiasm certainly did. After Maxwell's death Niven published for the University Press his collected papers, and prefaced them by an admirable biographical notice.
Niven was one of the best and kindest friends I ever had ; he was very kind to me from the time I came up as a freshman. He often asked me to go walks with him. I went very often to his rooms and, through him, I got to know many of the Fellows of the College.
He was an Abcrdonian. He was bracketed with James Stuart as Third Wrangler in 1866 ; his brother Charles was Senior Wrangler in 1867 and afterwards Fellow of Trinity, and Professor of Natural Philosophy at Aberdeen and Fellow of the Royal Society ; and his brother James was bracketed Eighth Wrangler in 1874, afterwards Fellow of Queens' and Medical Officer of Health for Manchester. Sir William Niven was a Fellow of the Royal Society, and President of the Mathematical Society 1908-1909. He left Cambridge in 1882 and became Director of Studies at the Royal Naval College, Greenwich. He held this post until 1903, when he
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